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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Species 1 of FIGs. 1 -6 including claims 1 -1 3, 
15, 17, 18 and 39-48 readable thereon in the reply filed on 08 February 2006 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the inventions are related as 
disclosed but are not distinct as claimed and search and examination can be made to 
the embodiments without serious burden. This is not found persuasive because the 
applicant does not submit evidence or identify such evidence showing the inventions 
(species) to be obvious variants or clearly admit that they are obvious to each other, as 
set forth in the election/restriction action. Therefore, the species, as different 
embodiments, are independently and patentable distinct. Since all of the embodiments 
of the invention are independently and patentable distinct, search and examination can 
be made to all of the embodiments with serious burden. 

Moreover, claim 15 recites "flexible printed circuit material is horizontally 
mounted integral", which is not shown in FIGs. 1-6 of species 1. Claim 47 recites "at 
least one opaque strip arranged to block said light", which is shown in different 
embodiment, FIG. 16, Therefore, claims 15, 47 and 48 (dependent on claim 47) are 
withdrawn from consideration. 

In view of above, claims 1-13, 17, 18 and 39-46 will be examination. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
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Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because "comprises" in lines 2 and 3 
should be changed to -includes/have--. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01 (b). 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 8 
line 12, "light sources 14" should be changed to -light source 15-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: "its" should be 
changed to what it refers. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-9, 1 1-13, 17 and 39-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Cleaver et al. [US 6,592,238]. 

Regarding claim 1, Cleaver et al. discloses an elongated flexible lighting system 
[10] having an array of light sources [24] being illuminated by electric power, and an 
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elongated translucent extrusion of flexible material [12] dispersing light from the light 
sources [24] (figures 1-3, column 6 lines 4-22). 

Regarding claims 2, 7 and 40, Cleaver et al. discloses the array of light sources 
[24] being cuttable at intervals (can be separated) (figure 18). 

Regarding claim 3, Cleaver et al. discloses LEDs [24] (figure 2). 

Regarding claim 4, Cleaver et al. discloses a linear array of LEDs [24] (figure 2). 

Regarding claims 5 and 41, Cleaver et al. discloses a plurality of parallel 
connected sub-arrays of LEDs (figure 1 8). 

Regarding claims 6 and 42, Cleaver et al. discloses a plurality of voltage 
regulators [234, 242] (figure 18). 

Regarding claim 8, Cleaver et al. discloses a mounting means [40, 42] (figure 

12). 

Regarding claim 9, Cleaver et al. discloses a bracket [40] (figure 12). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Cleaver et al. discloses means [resistor] for conducting the 
electrical power from the lighting system to another device [236] (figure 18). 

Regarding claims 12, 13 and 43, Cleaver et al. discloses a PCB [26] being 
vertically mounted integral to the extrusion [12] (figure 3). 

Regarding claim 17, Cleaver et al. discloses the extrusion [12] comprising 
silicone (column 5 line 48, column 1 line 22). 

Regarding claim 39, Cleaver et al. discloses an elongated flexible lighting system 
[10] having an array of light sources [24] being illuminated by electric power, a plurality 
of electrical power regulators [234, 242], and an elongated translucent extrusion of 
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flexible material [12] dispersing light from the light sources [24] (figures 1-3 and 18, 
column 6 lines 4-22). 

Regarding claims 44-46, Cleaver et al. discloses an elongated flexible lighting 
system [10] having an array of LEDs [24] being illuminated by electric power, a PCB 
[26] inheritance having conductive traces, which are on a surface of the PCB having 
different angles or directions, for electrical connection, and an elongated translucent 
extrusion of flexible material [12] dispersing light from the LEDs [24] (figures 1-3, 
column 6 lines 4-22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cleaver 
et al. in view of Camarota [US 6,186,645]. 

Regarding claim 10, Cleaver et al. discloses an extrusion [12] and a mounting 
means including a bracket [40] and a fastener [42] (figure 12). Cleaver does not 
disclose the extrusion including one or more longitudinal grooves and the bracket 
having one or more lips, each lip arranged to mate with grooves. 
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Camarota discloses a flexible lighting system having an extrusion [612, 614] 
including grooves [at flanges 616 and 618] and a bracket [710] with lips [715, 714] 
(figures 6-7). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the mounting means of Cleaver et al. with the grooves 
and bracket with lips as taught by Camarota to secure each other for purpose of 
providing an advantageous way of attaching a flexible lighting system to a surface. 

9. Claim 1 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cleaver 
et al. in view of Slayden [US 6,361,186]. 

Regarding claim 18, Cleaver et al. discloses the extrusion [12] (figure 3) but does 
not disclose a longitudinal cavity. 

Slayden discloses a flexible lighting system including a diffusion extrusion [10, 
11] including a longitudinal cavity [at 21] (figure 1 and 2, column 3 lines 1-15). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the extrusion of Cleaver et al. with the longitudinal cavity 
as taught by Slayden to diffuse light for purpose of providing an advantageous way of 
producing uniform light. 




ALI ALAVi 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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Conclusion 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sloan et al. [US 6,776,504] and Hulse et a\. [US 6,874,924] 
disclose a flexible lighting system with horizontally position PCB with LEDs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bao Q. Truong whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2383. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00 AM - 4:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra L. O'Shea can be reached on (571 ) 272-2378. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Bao Q. Truong 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2875 



